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REGIONAL. Feb. 27: Top health officials from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela met in Buenos Aires to discuss coordinated strategies and
funding to cope with the spread of cholera. In the past year, 425,000 people in Latin America have
been infected with cholera. According to a joint statement issued at the conclusion of the meeting,
a total investment of US$200 billion over the next 12 years are required to eradicate cholera.
Andean Pact nations (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela) requested US$650 million
from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) in 1991, but thus far have received only US$4
million. ARGENTINA. Feb. 25: Health and Social Action Minister Julio Cesar Araoz announced
implementation of a US$17.72 million "health emergency program" against cholera. Program
activities will be concentrated in the country's four northern provinces, home to 696,000 people.
Funding, said Araoz, will derive from the National Housing Fund. BOLIVIA. Feb. 26: Roberto
Vargas, the Health Ministry's epidemiology director, told reporters that the spread of cholera
is out of control in Bolivia. According to Vargas, over the past six months, 1,396 cases have been
reported in Cochabamba department and 573 in Tarija department. Bolivia ranks sixth in absolute
numbers of cholera cases, following Peru, Ecuador, Panama, Guatemala and Colombia. BRAZIL.
March 5: According to local health officials, confirmed cholera cases in Amazonas state total 1,336,
and fatalities, 36. Health authorities in Pernambuco state have reported 173 cases, including five
deaths. As of March 5, an additional 91 cases were under investigation. Ninety-one of the confirmed
cases were located in the town of Bezerros, 100 km. from the state capital of Recife. Paraiba state
health officials said the number of confirmed cases is 136, and fatalities, four. CHILE. Feb. 27:
Health officials reported that hundreds of residents of the rural area surrounding Melipilla, 60 km.
southeast of Santiago, have been forcibly evacuated from their homes. Crops in the area were found
to be contaminated with cholera. CUBA. Feb. 27: According to a Public Health Ministry report, the
government does not expect any deaths from cholera due to the "high level of organization of the
Cuban national health system." The government has distributed pamphlets advising physicians on
the prevention and treatment of the disease. Cholera has not yet been detected in Cuba. ECUADOR.
March 8: Health officials reported an increase in the number of cholera cases following annual
Carnival celebrations. Over the past few days, 350 new cases were reported in Guayas department.
As of Feb. 19, the Health Ministry had reported a total 52,260 confirmed cases, including 710 deaths.
Of the 52,250, an estimated 6,000 were infected since the beginning of the year. PERU. Feb. 28: The
Health Ministry reported 207 fatalities among 4,776 new cases reported over the previous eight
weeks. Cholera victims since Jan. 1 were concentrated in Lima and the neighboring port of Callao.
(Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/22/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 02/25/92; Agence FrancePresse, 02/26/92, 02/27/92, 02/29/92, 03/03/92, 03/05/92; Notimex, 02/25/92, 02/27-29/92, 03/07/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 02/25/92, 02/28/92, 03/04/92, 03/08/92)
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